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In which may be w. how every ones Houle is 
ordered, and how their Families are provided, and 

what Peace they have in their Dwellings; and 

/ whetherthey be Chriſkians or 1 afdete. 

With ſome DireQtions to the Everlaſting Refs. 


NARRATIVE 


Some Unjuſt and Cruel. Dealings, by ilk 

| -P Pocklington of North C ollington in bh 0 Noe ; 
tingham, againſt William Smith of Beſthorp in the ſame. ]. 
County, coygerning Tytbes : And ſomethin g copchs þ 
| ing Tytbes Wthe Ground, 4 
\ With ſeveral Caſes Rated concerning the aw, and con Pf 
cerning the praftice inthe Law ; and howtheignocent | 
People A God ( called Nuakers ) have huſler' | 
in ſome Caſes contrary to the Law, and in ſome Calee'; 
through the /llegel Prafiige'in the baw. 

-."} And the Liberty of all that ſuffer in Ponds for Tyrbery 


claimed, and demanded, and found Pe ab... Mp. __ 
the Law. With many other 88 in Particular Caſes; | | ; hr 


Which are Publiſhed in Love t9. all People 
By WILLIAM, SMT 
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þ yo Ga) 3 
PIIITON DE ws ha toes tn 
N the firſt pads of this Biok hos wants Metals the #nL 
ee Love of God,- with the Work of his Power," and 
thou maye ft alſo behold how man comes to'be regenertited, 
indwefoed; by the E03#lafting Fvath, anawhat rh8/tate of 
tran'a tu Hh Traths and what the. ſtate of man 74 ort bf the 
Truth ; and thow mayeft-ſee bow'Lfe rf aft ame throug 
Death, and how Reſts and Peace in Chriſt Jeſus comes to 
poſſeſſes In the middle part thou mayeſt behold a Tefli 
mony unto the Truth, and Enmity and Decet in oppoſitton to 
the Truth, In the latter part tho: mayeſt behold divers 
Caſes ſtated, by which thou mayeſt percerve ſomething of the 
Law, and the prattice -o __ and how deeply innocent people 
ſuffer for want of Right : And theſe_things thau readiug 
over, and atligently o = 24 may overcome thee, to chuſe 
the better part 5 and in ſo doing, thou wilt be kept out of all 
crooked and perverſe wayes, and not run with thoſe that are 
wicked, nor joyn hands with cruel men, And as for the 
rnidule Dirt of this Book coming to view, tt is through ane- 
cefſity upon me to do good, ana that Warning may be taken 
by all whoin ſuch caſes are concerned : for I do not publiſh 
that part, gecavſe I would lay open the faults of any, neithe 
to boaſt or glory over the weakneſs of any 5 for I have re- 
cerved the Love of God, and with that 1 can cover a multi» 
A.3 tuds 


To the Reaner,———- T 
tude of Offences 5 though in the ſame Love a Neceſſity ts 
upon = _ ſuch Proffices manifeſt, that urs. te 
is found in them, may ſpeedily repent and turn from them ; 
and that ſuch as are yet free fram them, may be preſerved 
out of them, that ſo all may come to finde mercy with the 
Lord, And now let thy mind be to the Good in thy ſelf, 
end with the Light of C kriſt Jeſus reade this Book. thorow, 
and learn of the meek Spirit of God, for in that there is no 
envie ; ſo will it teach thee Truth, and lead thee into all 
Truth, where thou milt feel the Everlaſting Springs, atid 
the pure Streams of clenſing 5 and as thou waiteſt in the 
Spirit, thou wilt feel the Effefts of it to be Love, and the 
Virtue th ts nature,Gentleneſs and Peace; and if thou mindſt 
it, to obey it, thou mayeſb do well, in which my labour will 
be anſwered, who deferes the well-being of all men. 
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Ove is of God, and by the Light of Chriſt Jeſus, the 
Love of God is ſhed abroad in the hearts of all that 


Sranding [ ruth, &c. 
believe ; for the Light is a manifeſtation that beam» 


L eth forth from the Love, and in the Light the Love 


is tendered, it is an univerſal Principle, that in its own purity 
diſcovereth the world in mans heart; for the uiniverſality of its 
manifeſtation is not incloſed within the compals of any bounds, 
but unto all men it giveth light, and makes manifelt with its 
light, what is preſent inevery man ; and in this manifeſtation 
the darkneſs cannot limit it, for it is manifeſt in the univerſal 
love of God, to give light to all that are in darkneſs, that all in 
it might believe, and come to everlaſting Life. Now here 
is the love of God firſt to man, which love being received, as 
in the Light it is manifeſted, then man comes to be drawn with 
the love of God, to love God again, and this is perfe& love, 
with which love the finner is ſought, and for fin reproved, where- 
in the Lord God doth make known his own compaſſion to a fin- 
ner, and deth manifeſt, That he would not the death of a finner , 
but hath given his orely begatten Son, that whoſoever believeth in 
him ſhow!d not periſh but have everlaſting Life, And with this light 
of Chriſt Jeſus, 1s every man enlightened that. cometh into the 
world, and by it, there 1s an univerſal manifeſtation of the love 
of God; and though the Lord God doth thus manifeſt his love 
unto man, and hath given to every man a meaſure of the Light 
of Chriſt, with which he is enlightened, and with which he ſees 
his ſin, yet man not obeying the Teſtimony of it; he abideth. 
Rill in darkneſs, and ſo he errs from the way of Truth and bifes: 
+ a 


and is a wanderer in deſatt places,and takes up his abode in the 
dark corners of the earth, and there fits eſtranged from Ged, 
and alienatedfrom his Life, and'there man ſuffers bondage and 
aſflition in himſelf, his pain and his ſorrow is daily upon him, 
and his anguiſh and his grief is continually about him ; for no 
man can have true peace in his own houſe untill he come to the 
Light of Chrifty with which he 1s enlightened - and afterhe is 
tuzned to the Light, and come intcoppedtences then tie hath 
awd aks, and a great bartel to þgbt, fore hecan come to 

. feel his peace ſe:led and ſealed ;- towwith the Light, the bo- 
dy of (in,_and the body of death is diſcovered, andahen 
* comes to fee how many-.enemies doth compaſs hirh about, 
how by them he is- ſeparated from God ; then he comes to 
what he muſt wir againſt, ard what armour he mult p 
Rand in thevartel, andWhatWeapon he muſt take.rq make way 
thorow his enzmies;and by believing in the Light td ollowing 
the Light, he receives frength agaiftt his foes, and having re- 
- ceived the Light, he hath received the Love of 'God, and then 
he-ſtands clad with the whole-armour of Gad, and takes. the 
ſword of God, with which he. Imireth td the heart of, his enc- 
mies,and wounds them to death,ſv ſees his enemies fall before 
him, and 'Wwhen'they are fallen he cafts them out, and cleanſeth: 
his-houfe, and then Chriſt Jeſus takes the poſleſſion,, and he 
brings everlaſting peace'in with: him ;, and this iS a Wiſe man,; 
whoſe eye'looks to his own houſe, and takes care of. his.own; 
fartiily'; ſuch 'a frian loves peace at home, and delights to-ſeg. 
his fani-ly-itt order, and he '15 a Chriſtian and not an | Ae 3 
for all Infidels are unfaithful tothe Light, and ſo negle& their 
own houſes, and.rake no cate fot their own family, and their 
houſeis our of order, and their family is not providedfar, ang! 
there is ng peacein thathouſe: tos, When nap's bre o 18 IN, 
to the world; be ſets bis enemies irito- his houſe, and. ey-lit) 
and rejoyce over him; there che luſt of the Bye'goeth forth, and, 
the pride of Life exalteth and ruleth,and inthar part, all envy, . 
and malice, and evil-will is begotten and noni 9,,ang tbarg, 


the ſeed of 'the evil-doer hath his authofity, and from his POWs! 


ex proceeds alF unrighteoufneſs,” all the bad thoughts,: words, 
ond deeds ; itis the very Womb of cruelty, and'theBreaſt that 


nouriſheth 


- 
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( , 75) \ 
nouriſheta ths perrnning Birth. ; and whileſt this, is. enter» 
tained, that. peace of the houſe, is diſturbed, and all the family, 
is,quit of order,,,and ſuch. a mans worſe than an; Infidel, yho- 
takes.not care of his own family, but lets, in.enemigs and enter-! 
taips: them, and ſo- hatbours that which diſquieteth his family, 
and deftroyes it ; and then his own houſe being filled with ene- 
mies, and they fitting in authority over him, he becomes aRu- 
ally diſpoſed by them, and in their nature he appears againſt o- 
thers, and ſo envy, and malice, : and evil-will, and (cruelty z: 
and perſecution -1s ; brought forth , and from the ſtrength af 
darkneſs within , it comes to be executed upon the innocent: 
without, and this 1s. the. wicked tate, unto which there is 
no peace ; but the righteous rejoyce in God, and in his Love; 
their peace. is ſealed : Now the Light-being loved, the houſe; 
comes to. be cleanſed , and all the old rubbiſh of enyy and; 
malice purged out ; for the, Power comes to have an operation» 
in all that believe,and by its woeking it kills the luſt of the eye,, 
and cuts down the pride of Life, and {layes the perverſe Nature 
in. every. part,, and roots out the, man of Sin,| and brings down: 
the Throne of Antichriſt, and ſp the Sexd of God riſeth, and the 
water of cleanſing 1s felt, and the little leaven is known, that 
worketh all into a new lump, fo that the heart and mind be-- 
comes cleati, and the inward parts-are waſhed, and here Chit 
is know in} his power, and his fan wfelt.co go-in man, aydihe 
fare is felt that burns.the chaffe, and for this end is Chriſkmade 
manifeſt ; and thus doth he come t6'man inthe fall, his judge 
ment is With him, yea it goes before;him, - to.cut down the ſeed: 
of the evil-doer : but they who abide the day of his coming, or 
who ftand before:him:when he thus appeareth, - who: love: his 
refining hand, and tyin not their back, upon him, - or who-abide' 
the furnace, until the work be-perfected by him-Oh his appear- 
ance is dreadful wilt the wicked Randeth, but bis mercy is' 
ſweet when the wicked is removed. And; thus to be regenera- 
red, 1s 4, work beyond man's own reaſon, and. thus to\be,re- 
newed and changed is a. ſtate not to be comprehended: and who: 
coines to the putting off their old things, they are ready tare- 
ceive new, and fo paſſes from death.to life in the tranſlation, 
and then they are born again of incorruptible Seed, in =_ 
| See 
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(8) Hp 
Seed the Goſpel is known, and Goſpel-Peace cen ;and 
there is Chriſt in his power over all, he rules in the family,and 
all the houſe is in good order, and plentifully provided for; and 
he fills that houſe with his peace, and all the fanuly have ful- 
neſs of joy in his preſence ; Here a man is in Chritt, and is a 
Chriſtian, and then he is no more his own, but in the Life he is 
diſpoſed, and all his fruits appear for God ; Love is become his 
Garment, and Meekneſs the Girdle of his Loins ; and this 1s 
the Birth born: of God, and to do his will it doth delight; to 
love enerfſies is its nature,and it can feed them when they hun- 
ger, andgive them drink when they thirſt; it cannot revile when 
It is reviled, it cannot ſeek revenge when it is perſecuted, for it 
is born of Love, and in love is naturally diſpoſed; and this is the 
man that is after God, who is regenerated by the power of God, 
and is born of the Seed of God, which Szed is holy, pure, and 
perfe&, which Seed is Chrift, the Wiſdom and Righceouſneſs 
of God ; and as he is in himſelf, ſo he is made the ſame to all 
that are born of him; then man with his virtues becomes cloath- 
ed, and is holy as he is holy, in which holin:le Ged is feen,and 
in this pure holy life of Chriſt, the pure Religionis known, a 
Religion undefiled, ( mark ) Chriſt undefiled, the Religion un- 
defiled, and that Religion that is not ſo, is none of his, for the 
pure Religion Randeth in him, and all his freſh ſprings open 
in-it ; the heavenly water of Life is felt, and known, and his 
Screames run and ceaſe not ; the Lord God doth open his 
Fountain, the Rrength of his love goes forth, the River clean- 
ſeth the Valleys, and the ſweetneſs of its virtue is felt from 
fea to ſea, the Rrength of it is very great, and the banks with 
ns fulne(s is ready to break ; this Religion flouriſheth in the 
Life, and in the Life it Rands firm for ever, and of its heaven! 
virtue there is no end, And here is the Randing Truth,in whic 
Truth Chriſt is fed upon, and the meat that endures te ever- 
laſting life is known ; Th « the Bread that comes down from hea- 
ven, which if a man eat he ſhall never die ;. and except man eat 
this, he hath no Life in Chriſt ; and in this all changable things 
have their end, he puts that part down, out of which the many 
Religions atile ; and ſo they decay and wax 014,but he endures 
the ſame for ever, and brings in a anding Religion in his own 
R FL. nature, 


nature, ;ang}. in this Religion, there is no ſtrife, nor enyyz nor 


perſecution, ( for that is Cain's mark ) but loye,, and: peace;, - 


aged wil to all men, the. love that overcomes Camans- 
"ture, and Jages out bis mark, 2nd proclaims Peace on #arth; | anal 
Sad-vilapwng en; Here is Chriſt manifeſted in the Farhers 

ove, and he would not the death, of a ſiyner, this is his minds; 


and a.finner 1s conttary to his pure Nature, in which there #.n0 


(2 Themthry have. nat, the Mind gf. Chriſt that will X:# and 


FBeS (1 


Nl weſt, things . according to its.own apprehengon,} and 
[80 io own apprehenhon will draw.concluons;and that.doth 


"= 


$444 * 


ſubule* wile "mM .of _ the fleſh, ;and the reaſon in-thar partzhe-is 
firiving to comprehend ; .and here many ſeek but find-notyagk 
but feceive not, they. are amiſs in themſelves, and-would re- 
ceive (1088 into.chatpart which, God.doth, never anſwer; aud 

any lys here unſajished, and manyalſo.that Gazisho we ou 
v that. which they .have. comprehenged, mo. which abeis 

is entexed, though from God-that part vas;neves anſWeieds 
{hd ſo they build their neſts _ high,and-intheirrwiſdbm ft Pu 
4(.T by 
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(0) OE 2. 
fed up, and there the fowls of the aire pleaſe thetnſelves with 
notions, With which the juſt are opprefled, Oh how many en. 
tertain their enemy in their houſe, how do they trarbbur hin 
and lodge him, and every way ſeek to-pleaſe bim, arhe m 
wotthy gueſt ; but the belt friend may ſtand and knock, andiigt 
a door open to let him in ! Oh that people did but confider 
preſent ſtates, how is man filled with that which the ene- 
my brings hore, and how doth he receive it as the nioft lavely 
thing, if the old wiſdom doth but hunt, andthe vid reaſdn being 
it home, with what joy is that efterttrhi&d; and how choicely 
thattreaſured up, and what pride arid plory doth man take if 
ſuch riches, it needs not be anſwered in words, fot be that with 
the Light of ChriRt wilt ſearch his own houſe, my find it to be 
fo, and receive-att anſwet from the Witneſs of God m'his dWh 
Conſcience ? atid theref6te it is high tirtte fbr all people, of aft 
ſorrs and ſeQt, to awake, for time is ſwift, and batig palf,notie 
can make it their own #gzin, Oh ſearch with thar of God in 
you, that which bears the burden of uncteannefs,and of alt your 
own righteouſneſs. Oh'domn into the detps, where you never 
yet have been, that you: may come to clearneſs. it! the borrom, 
and leatn the wonders of the Lord in that place ; and if you 
love the Light, you may ſee your gueſts, and how wich ttangers 
every room of your houſe is filled, and how the Son of Peace 
and Love is excluded and ſhut our, he is too low for yout With 
dom, and tov mean for your Reaſon, and when he'Woutd cottie 
indy his Light, and beget your love unto hin), your eye carinet 

dany comlineſs in him,and fo you exclude him as not wer- 
thy of acceptation; and he being thus reje&ed, that is holy 
and meek, and juſt, and good, what carl your houſes be filled 
withal bit paſſion, and deceit, and envy, and malice,” yearot- 
renneſs and hypocrifie is lodged in your roottis, and wich = 
gueſts your houſes are filled ; and there is an unclean houſe, an 
aft unclean heart and mind, which God's beeſom of judgement 
muſt paſs thorow, before the Son of Peace come into-that houſe 
wo govern : So in the univerſal Love of God, here is the T:#th 
kid down, &v it & in Jeſms, that all who ſeek after the Lord Go: 
may be informed into rhe right way, and let them mind well, 
what here breefly followeth. os 


. 
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'The Light comes from God, and ſhines ih darkneſs, and 
with the Light darkneſs is diſcovered ; for the Light is not of 
darkneſs, though it ſhines in darkneſs ; but with its manifeſtz- 
tions it ſheweth and reproveth darkneſs With its deeds , and that 
isthe firſt-Pririciple' of -the pure Religion, and' the firſt Ste 
into the way of Peace : for to-obey the Light, is to obey Chri 
the Power of God ;z and through obedience, when the Light re- 
proveth, the Power is felt to take away that which is reproved ; 
and Judgement is executed upon that Nature which hath tranſ- 
orefled ; forthe Power being minded,it begets man into a (elf. 
denial, and teads him inthe dailyerofs, to all that which ir doth 
repfove in hin 5-and then the Power crucifies that patt down 
which hath diſquieted,and troubled manin himfelf,and through 
the Power, man comes tohis Petce; for the way of the Crofs 
is the-way'of Peace, andthe Crols is the Power of God, arid 
the Powey ſtands'in the iway whith 1ezds uns Life ; and ſelf 
matt boy zhd be humbled unts it, and the Crofs muſt be dail 
takewup to that part Which would {xve ity Life, and there mu 
not de a turning afide toflie the Croſs; for that which draweth 
rodoſo, I dnt Lhd, =_ es *ttif mini, 
that is'veryttd! to the Crolg tol18hr une 
e0 if, it 19/2 very Fd Ba to keep'it there { the Life Roa 
and weuld fave ir ſelf, and fo the darkneſs Fender t6 wrelt a- 
fide from rhe-Croſs, and that Which wrelteth from rhe Crofs; 
doth wreſt the-Scripturts alſo, whto which it draws che mind, 
and raiſes up a defehee for its Liderty : here darkneſs wrefteth, 
and then catcheth and enſhareth, and the old Wifdom and Rea- 
fon doth here berray the Innocency, and ſuch never come clear- 
ly thorow, though they my have ſeen ſome openings ; for the 
Croſs being denied, and the judgement fled, maynever coltep 
to be changed, but abides in the old nature, and what he hath 
ſeen afar 6ff, he gathers it 'into the old part, and with that un- 
righteous paxt, he holds the Truth ; and thar is the part which 
toveth not the Croſs ; butto die is the greateſt gain : Þ#ho have 
ears to hear, let them bear. When a man can ftand till, and eye 
the Power, and the work bf the Power in himſelf, then he ſees 
from whence his Salvation cometh ; and then Chriſt is known 
in his Power,and received in _ Power, and there is no reaſon- 

2 ing 


: ( ( :32” 
ing againſt him:; -which Power 4s 0 Cotlaratuertile 
old nat 


ure, and humbles it. down to the death, 'and crucifies the 


$ 1 and compre $4 = ae 

a fool, wa ri ae: and if People -would but come to 
ſuch a ſtate, they?might behold the ſon in. his beauty; and the 
lory p kis incomprehenſible Life and Wiſdom, Which many 
are cone to witneſs to bis. praiſe for evermore.. And. all that 
would be anſwered with. Peace, muſt come to the ample; Gate ; 
for the ſubtil ſearcher createth grief.and trouble ; and-therpfore 
every.man and. yaman.to.deny themſelves, and receive:Chift 
Jeſus,in the deſpiſed way of. the Croſs,that he may baptize them 
into his death, and raiſe them againy14n, his own Life, :andtben 
bis Life, and Power, and Wiſdom, fpreads abxead;and his kings 


on 6ver; all 15, ſer,. and there. is. :reft from labour, and ſitting 


%* - 


down.in perte& peace :. The: Inheritance known in the King+ 
dom, 'the Poſſeſſion known in the Riches of it,then man knows 
his portion in God, who, 1s, the Fountain of evertaſting. good, 
Ithank.the 

Mid theſe 4 | 
vealed then unto babes : even ſo Father, becauſe thy good pleaſure, ts; 
—_ 7” tt <f A 


.O-Father, Lord.of Heaven aud Eanh,, that thogheſ 
things fromthe wiſe and prudent of the. world gand tinſiaer 
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into the love of God, where he opened his Fountain, and I 
taſted the freenaſs of his Price, and of his Mercy ; and in this 
diſpenſation, the Son of God was revealed in me, and then I 
knew the Law, to be fulfilted by hin, ahd all the Types and F;. 
gures, and Shadows, and variable 7 ing! topaſs away, and.come 
to their end/yithen-wes my Underftiriding perfectly informed, 
concerning teparcular caſe'of Ththes, and I was clear inmy 
Underſtanding, : thit -no' Cottymindinent ſtood in force for the 
tontinuing of —_—_—— Chjift Jeſs, the 'Law and the 
Communimerit|: Was" AARLEed; and tharno nan had any fight, 
either to give of fell £6 another ny part of thar increaſe which 
the Lard increaſed wfith nid} ad Was truly the fruit of my owl 
tabous and chatee' + And upon this ground, I could not fot 
Conſcience-ſake torgtds G6d,' obſerve that Praftiſe or Cuſtom 
C— though before T hid done it with great dili- 
getice, yeenow FT conſt 6; [eroitt atty parr of that ro another, 
which I was ſatified wat mybWn'; but Idid mind to gather my 
corn;'a9 ircame ito ordet, without raking notice of any man, 
And Wiltians Pookſington of North Collingham, was at that time 
the Farmer dy-LeaeFrom the  ſmpropriatbr, of that patt call 
Fyxthes, within ned wt ey £ hafl E6rti growing ; bur this is 
t6-be-.noted,” how rH he hed afined the intereſt of his Leaſe, 
unto Awbory Pockliagton'his Brother, as thefaid Anthony told 
me bicnfelf, and #5 there wes ſaſficient cauſe to believe ir ; for 
the ſaid Amboy wis iti Poſſeſſion, 2nd did gather the Tythes for 
his owa.ofs; dy Which it G2 eridanty phat, that the pfe- 
fent Pofſeſſron, after the'mytiref of the Law, wid lye in Antho- 
7 ard noe in Ali! Yet notwithſtanding che ſaid William 
cauſed n Sheriffs Warrant to be brought againſt me,and ſued me 
in his own\Name : and one Foby T; A my dwelli 
houſe, and did arreſt ty Body at P/iliam Pockiingron's uit,and 
defired to ſee the Warrant, znd he ſhewed- it nnte tne, and I 
found the day of zppearance to be paſt, according to the War- 
ratit;z and when I told the faid Taylor of it,he left me and went 
his way.: then the faid 7am, procured another, Sheriffes, 
Warrafit upaintme; and one Fob» bite came to my, houſe and 
did areſt my Body, atif he gave me time untill. the next morn» 
ing, t» cone to his howfe at Afemark, and when I Ty 
. ou 
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enzmies, but hath a Heathen gavive. and the mark of the Beaſt 
in his forehead ; and his envy doth appear to be exceeding 
great, who cannot appeaſe it in ſo many years together, but Ritl 
prefles forward. to the. filling up of his meaſure, which is very 
near at hand;. and though I have patience in the love of God to 
bear theſe things, and have from time to time overcome the 
evil with-good, yet I amfree to open, wherein, and in what 
places I might or may take jult advantage according to the Law, 
ſo far as I am free to uſe it, both in relation to himſelf,and ſome 
others-by him imployed in that buſineſs, whoſe proceedings 


have been illegal and unjult, as in theſe particulars following 


may be clearly ſeen. 

x, The ſuing of me in his own.name, when the Intereſt was 
in another, as before is mentioned, and in that Cafe being 
falſly impriſoned by him about rtwenty one weeks. 

2, To ſue me againthe ſecond time in his own name, when 

the Intexeſt yet did continue in another, as aforeſaid, and ca 
ſing me upon that account to go to Loxdey, and then never pra- 
ceeded further againſt me. | | 
- -3+ To cauſe; Robert Carmil to be arreſted upon forfeiture of 
the Bond, when I had diſcharged the Bond by my own Appear- 
ance, and by an Attorney tad caufed my Appearance 'to be en- 
tered according to their practice, and cauhng the ſaid Robert 
falſly to be impriſoned about twelve weeks. 
. 4. To ſue me again this laſttime,-and having cauſed my 
Corn to be taken angypouled as aforeſaid ; and there being now 
Ecclehaſtical Courts,” in which all Caſes of Tyches ars to be 
tryed, according to that Law, and not in any Temporal Courr 
whatſoever, which doth amount to falſe Impriſonment for {o 
long as I ſhall continue a Priſoner upon this account. 

Then concerning others, which have been imployed by him 
in that very buſineſs, who have aRted illegally and contrary to 
Law; As ny Jehn Taylor coming into my dwelling houſe, and 
there arreſting my body, when the day of Appearance was palt 
according to the Warrant, and ſo he had no authority nor law- 
full pcwer, either to come into my houſe , or to arreſt my 
body. 

Then concerning thoſe that have forcibly taken away my 

| CG _..Coin, 


Corn, though I' did never oppoſe them by — yet a#ninſt 
them all 1 bear forth my: Teſtimony in the Truth x and there 
were four concerned in that matter, namely, Sutton of Beſthorp, 

. Daulton of South-Scarle, Richard Lightfoot of North-Collingham, 
and Peck{ington.s own Sefvant, whole name I know not ; and I 
did let all-theſe men know, as 1 had oppartunity to ſpeak to 
them, that they did me wrong, and warned them to take heed 
what they did in that caſe, and told thert I did not give any 
conſent for them to take away'my Corn; yet notwithfanding 
they proceeded ſo/todofrom time to time, which:doth-amount 
on their part to-x' forcible ralidy, thouglrnever , «5 wah 
Gting ; and beſides, the Law doth nor give any ſuch power to 
take Tythes, but only binds the party to: fer:thenvforth, and not 
to carry them away ; therefote theſe perſons aforeſaid, are no 
leſs-than deep tranſgreflors of the Law, 'and! have mage 'them- 

| ſelves liable to the Lawga8'there is freedom to make uſe of their 
own weapon : and hereby-all ſober people may ſee, how this 
man's houſe hath been-furniſhed with envy, and though he hatch 
had ſo.many years to empty it, yet he hath not Cleared it, as by ; 
his praRice is manifeſt ;' but I defire his eyes may de opened, 
and'that he may ſee the end of theſe things, and come to-Repen- 
tance before it be too late, for his glaſs is almoſt run,and with- 
out Repentance his end will be bitterneſs ; and I would have 
him-know, that there is a righteous God that judgeth between 
him-andme this day, and into-his hand alone I commit my in- 
nocent Cauſe, S 


Something touching the Ground of Tythes 5 by which it doth 
appear, that Tythes are-not of right upon any account, 
tn any. place, or to: any perſon at this day 5 neither can 
any Laiv be truly grounded from the Scriptures of Truth, 
either to ve them, or to ſell them. 


-—. ws giver by Moſes, and under that Law Tyhes 
: :-:ayed ; and they were not to keep them back, for in 
cre as a complaint that they robbed God x and they 
. WeTre 


| 

were fo bring their Tythes into the Storehouſe, that there might 
be meat envugh,and that the Fatherleſs, Strangers, and Widows 
might be relieved,.and not wanr't and here was the firſt Cove- 
nant. With iwLaw, and Priefthbood,; and. Tythes, and Temple, 
and Sacrifices,. andr-Offerings: of divers ſorts ; - and Meats; and 
Drinks,and divers Waſhings ; all which was but a figure of him 
that was to come,Chriſt Feſws:; for the Law made nothing per- 
fe&,but the bringing in of a better hope did ; and when through 
thoſe figures and:ſhadews the'betrer hope was brought in, then 
was Moſes and his Adminiftration fulfilled, with all things that 
did pertain unto: it 3 and in fulnefs of time Chrift Teſws came, 
and Grace and Truth.came by him ; which Grace and Truth is 
free, and ende the firft Covenant, with all its Services and Or- 
dinances, andeftablctherb a new Covenant upon betret promi- 
ſes, un. whicti Covenant Chrif Foſms is known to be the High- 
Prieft over the hobfe of Wind, and there 18 the Goſpel free, | 
wx boxt money onwatboxt price, and the Grace free which ſaveth, 
and not the works, of the fieſt Covenant ; and it was never the 
practice of Chai} os this Apolites, - to rake Tythes, or to ſuc 
people wy theth 3:.ndithreoiin the mame of, an fmpropri ator to be 
toundj0"alt thaSctipomesy and how hefeithings are: come to 
paſs.leb e coaſatery; tor/Chrift nor his Diſciples did never 
receive Tythes, neither gave-any Commandment for any man 
to take thernd, on;fapaiy man colpay them:; then-ſuch as now 
take them; and” ſdehpeopledi!Eoull for thern, do not walk either 
by preceptot (Gm Chiift or his Apoſtles, and there- 
fore theirpracticeis:alrogerher unfawfulz and out of the Truth, 
and all /m5prepreatars ave wholly-excluded throughout the Serip- 
tures ; for Tythesunder:the Eaw were never appointed to any 
under- that name, thevefore'they cannor have any juſt right in. 
them. 3.31 21209 +4 mr. | | 

Qbje#,. But ſome may ſay;- Sevly they bave the greateſt v» 
to Tribes, hecanfe rhey xi Herts's then ; aud. Ck 
made 7 ythes tq\become mo them, 48 an Eſtate1n Fee Simple ? 

Anſ. There: nor being'ether:preceproor prefidertt-from Chryft 
nor his: ApeſHes, nor no ſuck Inftitution- uridex the Goſpel, 1t 
muſt needs: remove this ObjeRtion wholly/;- and: that any man 
can have juſt jower to _ labour of another,or any GE 

2 ; at 


intereſt in it, as.an Eſtate of Inheritance, this will not and 
with the reaſonable part of a man : for thar which doth ariſe to 


one man through the labour of another man, 'cannor ſtand for 4 ' 
certain Interett ; becauſe it comerth.through labour and charge; ® 


and not through any thing certain ; ſo that if aman labour not; 
then the party that doth claim an intereſt in his Increaſe, is 
wholly ditſeized and diſpoſſefled of that part which he claims as 
an Inheritance : and the ſelling and buying of Tythes is ceme' ir! 
of late years, compared with the years:fince'the Apoſtles tine”; 
and both the buyer and the ſeller wereunder-a''vail of thick 
darkneſs at that time, which the Light of the Lord doth now 
make manifeft ; and it is now ſeen with a clear eye, that ſuch 
things are come to paſs in the Apoltacy, andinftitured after the 
Inventions of men, and not after Chriſt :the Wiſdonrof God ; 
and therefore they are now to be denied, andthe Root of them 


plucked up and deſtroyed, and not to ſtand in any place,nor un- | 


that riſes from his labour, and toxive unts another perſon an 


to-any man; for Grace and Truth is come by Jeſus Chriſt, ir 


which Grace and Truth the Freedomis known, and Tythes, as 
now uſed in England, are an invention of the Pope, Ind who 
would know their riſe and ſetting up, muſt look into Hiſtories 
for their ground,for in the Goſpel-Scriptures there is no ground 
for them to ſtand upon ; and Verftegen an Antiquary doth relate 
theis very iſe in England, and deth declare that Pope Gregory 
ſent over a company. of his Prieſthood and: Officers thts the 
Vland of England, who preached their DvQumezand turned ma- 


ny to-their Faith ; and then the Pope ſent them a Lerter,toitake: 


the free gift of ſuch as they had converted; and to livgupon it :- 
which thing they at the firſt d1d, as the Hiſtory relates, and thoſe 


e2;frs were all brought into one place, : out of :which the neceſſi- 


ties of thoſe were ſupplyed whom it concerned; but after they 
had ſpread their Doctrine more 'generally;” and thar there was 
an increaſe among(t people in their practice, then they began 
to divide the whole into-particulatrs, and appointed to each 


man his place ef Cure, which he was to take the charge of, and 
to receive their particular gifts, but.not to receive'ortake of” 
any other bur ſuch.as-were of his Faith;and owned his'/praQtice; 
And here was the fuk ipſtitution of Patiſbes and Pariſh o_ 

ches 
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hes in England, according go Hiſtory : and when they were thu 
fetled,and that the gifts would not anſwer their particular ends, 
ſome beginning to cool in their love, and in their zeal,and were 
not ſo liberal jn giving as ſometimes they had been ; then the 
Pope decreed a Law, and by that Law, gave his Priefts power to 
compel the Tenth part of increaſe from all People generally, 
which before was bur a free gift from ſome,as may be ſeen more 
at large in the Hiſtory, And here was the firſt ground of Pariſh- 
es in-Exglard, and out of which Parith Churches are ſprung, 
which People now make'ſo much to do about :: And here alſo 
was the firtt Law for compelling the payment of Tythes. And 
after proceſs of time, it came to | a that the Popes power was 
denied in England, then what had been gained unto Abbies and 
Monaſtries, with a great part of predial Tythes was diſpoſed in- 
to a-general fervice; by. way of Sale, and ſo became converted 
into the hands of Lay perſons, who were called Impropriators : 
And here is the ground from whence they riſe, and all the right 
they can claim originally for their Tythes, And now, Whether 
the Pariſh Churches, and Tythes, .and Worſhip, which are pra- 
Giſed in Partſh Churches, have a ſound root, let all moderate 
People confider > And whether their ground be ſufficient for 
any man to pexlecute another, either for not paying Tythes, or 
for not going to the Pariſh Church; or for not Conforming to 
, Worſhip Which there is practiſed 7 And how People can 
Rand by theſe things, and yet profeſs Chiiſtianity ? And whe- 
ther they do not Rand upon a {lippery place, let them all con- 
ſider > But many are come to know the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
by his power are redeemed out of al Inventions,and Will-wor- 
ſhips,and are made afree People in his Life, and Wiſdom, and. 
he over all ig exalted, and his Kingdom is ſet, and Randeth- 
firm, in which is Righteouſneſs, and Peace, and Joy for ever.. 
And now the root of this matter being found ina corrupted 
earth, the fruit of its nature hath 1ts perte&t ſavour ; and many 
have talted of its bitterneſs from time to time,. until this-day ; 
and there hath been fince the firſt Inſtitution, ſeveral Laws: 
made, for the continuing of the payment of Tythesin general, 
yet by all, the Laws in that cafe made, the recovering of Tythes 
was referred. to. the, Ecclefaſtical Conrts , and by —_— 
U 2es,, 


udges,- and hot-10 atiy T7 emmpore! Court Whatioever, as divers 
NE for - er of Tythes may be mentioned. One in 
rticular I (hall quote,namely, 3.Edw.6. Chap.13. And that it: 
I, wot he awful unto the Parſon, Vicer, Proprietor, Owner or othet 
their Farmer, or Deputies, cattrary to this Atl,'to convent or ſug 
ſuch withholder of Tythes, Obventions, or other Duties aforeſaid, 
before any other Fudge than Eccleſiaſtical. By which it doth ap- 
pear, how much innocent People are this day wronged in that 
caſe, who are ſued for Tythes, by original Wirts out of Temporal 
Courts; and likewiſe -how much they are wronged through the 
praQice that is uſed in that Law, and how many this day =_ 
Holes and Priſons, becaufe the Practice of the Law hath 
made a ſnare unto thei, ſo that they could not proceed in their- 
own caſe, as of right they ougjit to have done, and. this is ma- 
nifeſt in many pazticulars;a,f4w of which I (haijbriefly inſtance. 
. 1, Tobe arreſted by a Sheriffs Warrant, grounded upon an 
original Writ out ef any. Temporal Coxrt ; and by that Warrant 
the Sheriffe is to bave the Body of a man in the Court at Weſt- 
mnſter ſuch a day as is. expreſſed , there to anſwer the Party 
who hath ought-to plead again{t; him, and then the Body of that 
man to be caſt intg Priſon, and there kept, 'andnot broughr into 
the Court by the Shemffe, according to the Warrant ; 16a-pra- 
Rice through which many innacent People ſuffer this day'in'a 
deep manner,and is a practice that Rands wholly in deceit, lyes, 
and hypearifie, > eat o-.4 
2. Foreman to give Band for his appeazance upon hisarreft; 
and he doth appear accardingly, and intherruth diſcharges tis 
Bond ; yet notwithRanding his appearance will nor be accepted 
to be good in Law, though by the Law iris onely ſufficient ; and 
then to proceed again him upon forfeiture of his Bond, when 
in the-Truth, and alſo according to Law, he hath-really diſchar- 
ed his Bond : this is a deceitful Practice, and through this-Pra- 
Qtice many innocent People have ſuffered, | 
3. To be Subpena'd'into the Exchequer, and commanded to 
appeay there in a-man's own perſon, and when he doth perſo- ' 
nally appeat>'then novroaccept his appearance, to be good in' 
Law, andiin that caſe to proceed againſthim as an offender; and” 
t6.cauſe his Body to be arreſted and impriſoned'for a'cotitempr, 
when 


(.23.) > 
when he hath truly anſwered what he wis cofrimarided ; this is 
a praQtice through which many innocent People do ſuffer. +: 

4. For a man to give his own Anſwer unto any Bill exhibited 
againſt him, and to anſwer it in the Truth,and to tender his An- - 
{wer to the Court, and that Anſwer te be-xefuſed, as not beirg 
ſufficient in Law, when it is a man's own AnſWer, who by tie 
Law is required to anſwer, and no Law that enjoynes him'to 
anſwer otherwiſe ; and notwithſtanding his Anſwer truly ten- 
dered, yet tobe arrefted and impriſoned for a contempr,-when 
he hath obſerved the, thing commanded : this is. a pra&tice 
through which many innocent People ſuffer. 

F- To refuſe an Anſwer as inſufficient, becauſe a man cannot 
ſwear unto it, though in it ſelf it be really true;and then to cauſe 
that-man to be arreſted, and impriſoned fot a contempt, when 
he bath tendred a true Anſwer : this is a practice through which 
many innocent: People ſuffer, 

6, There being no Law in force, by which any Temporal Court 
can receive power to proceed in the caſe of Tjrhes, it is wholly 
inſufhcient on their part, who put ſuch things in praRiſe;through 
which practice many have and do'very deeply ſuffer, 

- Therefore who ate yet in ſuffering for Tythes, and remain in 
Prifons upon the account of ſuch proceedings in any Temporal 
Coxrt, they ought by the Law to be forthwith diſcharged, and re- 
leaſed ; and not only ſo, but to be repaired for their great fuffer- 
ings, loſs, and damage which they have ſuſtained by ſuch illegal 
proceedings, and deceitful praftices ; through which many have 
ſuffered to Death, others to the great loſs of their outward E- 
Rates, and others to the decay of their bodily Health, by being 
ſo long continued in hardſhips, who are men of ability, and re- 
:pure 1n their Country; and Liberty may be juſtly challenged and 
demunded touching all that yer do iuffer vpon the account here 
mentioned, and alſo for theſe Reaſons following, . 

I, Becauſe many who are in Bonds this day, were caſt into Priſon 
by Writs or»yginal from the Temporal Courts, whoſe Authority was 
»pheld by Oliver's Power, and now his Power being diſanulled, and 
all that was atted and done by his Power, made void by this preſent 
Power, and 1s now judged meffeitual ro all intents and purpoſes as if 
it had. never been : Then why ſhoald-not that judgement reach to the 
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Innocent, and ſet them free from their ſufferings, which originally 
was occaſioned by his Power, and have for many years together conts. 
nued Priſoners? I ans ſure ſound Reaſon,or a tender heart will jud ge 
this demand both lawful and expedient to be granted. * IT, 
- 2, This preſent Power now being in Government, wider which 
Power there are Courts Eccleſiaſtical appointed; then all that have 
been Arreſted, by Writs original from any Temporal Court, ſince 
this preſent Power Governed, and who do remain in Priſons upon 
ſuch eArreſts, in caſe of Tythes ; their Liberty may be juſtly 
challenged and demanded , and. it will be but a reaſonable thing 
for ſuch as are now 13 Power to prant it, and cauſe it to be done, 

I do” not ftate theſe Caſes as being verſed in points of Law, 
but as they are opened to me in the Truth, in which Truth is 
the pure and ſound Reaſon; and that Truth and Reaſon ſeeth 
therow all things that are unreaſonable, and alſo manifeſts what 
is reaſonable, that the Truth and ſound Reaſon, in another may 
anſwer it,and receive it; and in the Truth man comes to ſee all 
uunreaſonable things : and let all reaſonable People now judge 
whether it be reaſonable on their part, that praQtiſe ſuch things 
as are here mentioned, and through ſuch pra&ices cauſe In- 
nocent People to ſuffer ? and whether it be reaſonable that 
Innocent People ſhould yet ſuffer and be continued in Pri- 
ſon upon ſuch grounds ? And whether ſuch as now do ſuffer 
in thoſe caſes, can be lawfully detained , being Impriſon- 
ed upon original Writs in caſe of Tythes? And though ſuch 
things were done , when there was not another way lefc to 
recover them, and greedy men would not be ſatisfied with- 
out them, though at that time there was ſuch a praQtice and pro= 
ceedings ; + that Power being now judged unlawful, and re- 
moved, ſuch things are returned into their old channel again, 
and are to be tried in Eccleſiaſtical Courts onely : Not that I 
hereby juſtifie the proceedings of any Eourt in this caſe, for I 
have already ſhewed the gronnd of this matter to be corrupted ; 
and am now Wading -amongſt the foivl and unclean Rreames, 
where I find little delight as to my ſelf, but through a neceſſity 
laid upon me, todo good both to Perſecutors and Sufferers, I 
am conltrained to travel among{t theſe things, though I haften * 
through them, as contraries to my Life, Now thelſe things be- 
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ing duely conſidered it cannor but reaſonably be judged, that 
we have good cauſe, who in theſe caſesare concerned, to de- 
mand our juft Liberty, and do expe& it ; and if Liberty be de- 
nyed unto us upon this reaſonable demand, then let ſuch know 
who are our Oppreſtors, that we yet in patience do abide,and in 
patience we do bear a'ſure Teſtimony againſt all evil-doers and 
unreaſonable men. And here it may be ſeen what bitter Rireams 
the Pope's fountain ſendeth forth ; and nor only ſo, but alſo how 
thoſe that are concerned in the praftice of the Law, do degene- 
* rate from reaſonable men, and with their unreaſonable part ds 
divert the ſtreams from their proper courſe; though in that chan- 
nel they are too bitter for honeſt men to dtink, yet being diver- 
ted from that courſe, they are made much more bitter from ſuch 
as do praiſe in them : for if any part of Reaſon did order the 
practice in ſuch caſes,it would not prove ſo tedious and burden. 
fome to thoſe that are concerned to make defence ; If a man's 
own Appearance would be taken for a ſufficient Appearance, 
as it ought to be ; or,if a tr#e Anſwer would be taken for « ſuffic:- 
ent Anſwer without an Oath, as it ought to be ; or,if the Shersf 
would have a man's Body to appear according to his #arranc, 
as he ought to do ; this would come fomething,near to Reaſon 
in pratice, and would nor be ſo grievous to poor men, who 
defre to fear God and walk in his Truth : but men are ſhame<- 
fully degenerated from Truth and Reafon, and their very hearts 
and minds are corrupted, and their wayes are all crooked, and 
there is no foundnelſs in their goings, 1o that an houeſt imple 
man cannot walk with them, bur be defiled and enſnared. 

And now I ſhall mention one thing, and that from the Lay, 
for confirmation of what I have here layed down in the particu- 
lar caſe of Tythes, by which it doth fully appear that no Tempo- 
ral Court hath any power to proceed againlt any man in x ot 
caſe ; for the Law ſaith after this manner, ( 32, Hez.$, ch. 7.) 
That ſome have not letted to ſubftratt the lawful and accuſtomed 
Tythes of Corn, Hay, Paſturages, and other ſorts of Tythes and Ob- 
lations, commonly due to the owners, proprietors,and other poſſeſſors, 
&c. Wherefore it is enatted, That all and ſingular perſons of what 
eftate or degree ſorver, (hall fully axd truly, and effettually divide, 


yeeld, or py, all and ſingular Tythes and Offerings aforeſaid, &c. 
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and if any do detain any part of the ſaid Tythes or Offerings, then the 
party either Eccleſiaſtical or lay perſon, having cauſe to demand the 
ſaid Tythes, and being thereof wronged or grieved, ſhall and may 
convent the perſon or perſons, ſo offending, before the Ordinary, hrs 
Commiſſary, or other competent Miniſter or lawful Judge of the 
place where ſuch wrong ſhall be done, according to the Eccleſiaftical 
Laws, &c. And another branch of the Statute ſpeaketh on this 
wiſe, That if any Eccleſiaſtical or Spiritual profits, which now be, 
or hereafter ſhall be made T emporal unto any perſon or perſons ; and 
that if any other perſou or perſons go about to diſſerze them, or diſ- 
anherite them, then in that caſe the party or parties grieved, may 
have their remedy in the Temporal Courts, as may be ſeen more 
at [arge in the full Statute.. So here is a plain diſtinction made : 
for whilſt any thing remains in the nature of Tythes, and only 
denyed as Tythes and Offerings, no Temporal Court hath po- 
wer to examine or determine in that caſe, but the Ecclefiaſti- 
cal Courts onely : but if any man ſhall call in queſtion the 
Eftate of another in the ground, as it was once counted Spiritu- 
al, and now converted into the poſſeſſion of a lay perſon, if an 
Intereſt in this caſe be queſtioned, then have the Temporal 
Courts power to examine and determine the Intereſt of ſuch 
Eftate, And there are divers other Statutes which do refer the 
recovering of Tythes, where they are denyed, to the determi- 
nation of Eccleſiaſtical Courts only, which I ſhall not at this 
time, and in this place, take notice of to mention ; for that 
which is already ſaid, may be ſufficient to convince a reaſonable 
man or woman, that the ground and riſe of them is out of the 
Truth ; and the way to recover them, if denyed, is to be in Ec- 
clefiaſtical Courts only, and not in Temporal Courts, and that 
from determination of the Law in that caſe. All which doth 
make it evidently _ how much we have been,and are ſtill 
wronged, who have bzen a ſuftecing People many years in this 
caſe, and through theſe praCtices ; and the wrong is much more 
at this time 1n this caſe, than in times lately paſt, becauſe there 
15 now Eccleſiaſtical Courts ſet up and appointed, unto which 
the Law doth only refer for the recovering of Tythes,and ſome 
that in thoſe Courts are called in queftion about Tythes : and 
therefore the People of God, who are called Quakers, ought ” 
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be ſet free from their Impriſonments in that caſe, who have 
been wronged ſo long together, and yer are ſufferers by Writs, 
and Warrants,and Subpena'sout of Temporal Courts,and through 
the practice of ſuch Courts : And if any man be henceforth 
orieved for want of his Tythes, then let us come to anſwer in 
ſ{uch Courts as by the Law is appointed to hear and determine 
the ſam> ; and let us have free liberty to make our juſt and rea- 
ſonable Defence on our own behalf, and not to be interrupted | 
in our Defence, for it is a Caſe that doth relate to our Conſci- 
ences ; and therefore ſuch as are counted Spiritual men, who 
are appointed to judge in Spiritual matters, ought to hear us to 
the full in what we have to ſay in our own Defence, that ſa 
our Anſwer may be taken and conſidered, touching the matter 
which by any Bill may be exhibited againſt us ; and then how- 
ever it comes to paſs concerning us,or what Sentence may pro- 
ceed againſt us, we ſhall be contented in our places, and (hall 
either aftively or paſſively be ſubje& without refiſting, as our 
Teſtimony hitherto doth ſufficiently evidence for us ; only let 
us have fair dealings, and legal proceedings, as Men and Chri- 
ſtians : for, as Men, we have a perfe& underſtanding, and in 
truth and ſoberneſs we do behave our ſelves ; and, as Chrifſti- 
ans, We have patience to endure, and do not ſeek revenge ; 
and therefore we ought to have fair dealings amongſt all men 
who are concerned With us in any caſe. 


There are ether corrupted Rtreams, which deſcend from the 
unreaſonable part of men towards us, and are practiſed in di- 
vers caſes concerning us, by which great ſufferings are inflited 
upon us ;- and ſuch praQtices may briefly be reduced into thele 
particular heads, s 

1. Toſummon us to appear at Seſſions, and when we a 
pear according to our Summons, and ſtand at the Bar to make 
our juſt Defence to what may be charged againſt- us, then to 
render unto us the Oath of Allegiance, and preſs us with much 
violence to take it ; and though that Oath was inſtitured touch- 
ing another people, as by the title of it may appear, which is for 
ſuppreſſing Popiſh Recuſants ;; avd it was inftituted in the ſence 
of that danger Which was by ſuch a people intended againlt the 
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King and his Government, by the Ganpowder-Plot; and though 
afterwards it Was preſſed to the King, that he would grant the 
extent of it to all his SubjeRs, and that he gave his conſent ſo _ 

ro do, yet it may be ſeen by thar Law which did fo inſtitute ir 
in that caſe, and upon the requeſt of that Parliament, that the 
Intention and mind both of the King and Parliament, was for 
the finding out of ſuch a people as did adhere to the Popes $x- 
premacy ; and though it doth extend to all,as to the tender of it, 
et it is With certain conſiderations;as if any Officer of a Town- 
ſhip do complain to a Juſtice of Peace, that any perſon or per. 
ſons above the age of ſixteen years, do not duly repair to their 
Pariſh Church, or do not duly receive that which is called « $4. 
crament, as in the ſaid Act is more fully expreſſed, That then in 
ſuch caſes the Juſtice of Peace hath-power to ſend for ſuch per- 
fon or perſons, {o complained of, by his Warrant, and may ten- 
der unto them the ſaid Oath, which for refufing, he hath power 
to proceed againſt them, as is appointed by the ſaid AR : bur 
Rill it is to be obſerved, that it is but to diſcover ſuch perſon or 
perſons as privately do adhere to the Popes Swpremacy ; and 
therefore it is expreſled in the Oath, that they ſhall renounce the 
Pope ; and Premunire was ordained only againſt ſuch perſons as 
ſhould purchaſe Bulls from Rowe, as may be ſeen inthe 16th of 
Rich, 2d. chap. 5. And now to make this the great buſineſs in 
Courts, and at other times againſt us, who are an innocent 
People, who deny the Popes Supremacy and all his pratices, and 
to entrap us with it, as with a ſnare, becauſe we cannot for 
Conſcience towards God take any Oath at all, but live in obe- 
dience to Chriſt's Command, who ſaith, Swear not at all ; and it 
is the matter contained in the Oath that was chiefly intended in 
the firſt inſtitution of it, and now to enſnare us with it upon 
every occaſion, Who make conſcience of an'Oath, and yet an- 
ſwer the matrey as full as any people : for our peaceable living 
under the King's Government, doth evidently demonſtrate our 
obedience to him, whilſt many others that fear not an Oath, 
can ſwear andyet not anſwer the matter contained in the Oath ; 
and here we ſhew forth our obedience to the King,by anſwering 
the matter in the Oath ; and we alſo ſhew forth our true love to 
God in keeping his Command, for it is Chriſt's Command that 
We 


we do obey in'this caſe; and ſo it is to us the Conſcience of an 
Oath, and not wholly the matter ; and to proceed againft us in 
this caſe, is very hard meaſure ; and how many of us that have 
ſuffered Impriſonmenr, and ſpoyling of our goods, and divers 
other wayes have deeply ſuffered by 1t,and through the praQice 
of it, though we are not at all concerned, by the intention of 
thoſe from whom the Oath had its firſt inftitution ; and for to 
fine us, or impriſon us in this caſe, as hath been, and is yer pra- 
Riſed, is not only unreaſonable from the conſideration of theſe 
grounds here mentioned, but it 18 alſo a practice which Randeth 
oppoſite to the Law it ſelf, as in the '$2;Edw. 3d, ch.z. where 
it 1s expreſſed, That for the good government of the Commons, no 
man ſhall be put to anſwer without preſentment before Juſtices, or 
matter of Record, or by due Proceſs and Writ original, according fo 
the old Law :' and if any thing from henceforth be done to the con- 
trary, it hall be void and holden for error, 4c, Now by this Law 
none ſhould be put to aniwer without Preſentment, or matter of 
Record,or due Proceſs ; - Therefore to wave a Preſentment up- 
on which the party ſtands preſented, and for which cauſe he 1s 
ſummoned there to appear,and doth appear, and then to tender 
the Oath unto him, and put him rily to anſwer whether he 
will (wear or no, it is not legal in Law ; for there is no Pre- 
ſentment, nor matter of Record, nor due Proceſs againſt him in 
that caſe ; and to ſay, Will you take the Oath of eAllegiance ? or, 
will you ſwear ? when a Preſentment lies againft him in another 
caſe, and he ſtands at the Bar to anſwer his Charge, and if he 
do not give a full Anſwer to that Queſtion as it 1s demanded, 
which as a new thing is tendred, and goes befide the matter for 
which he Rands preſented, and'to fine him, or impriſon him, 
becauſe he doth not give 'a full Anſwer, is a Proceeding void in 
Law; and holden for'error'; becairſe no man.1s to be put'to an= 
{wer without Preſentment,or matter of Record, or due Procels. 
2. Tobe impriſoned, and kept as a Priſoner, and ar the Aſ- 
ſizes or Seflions brought ro- the Bar as a Priſoner, and then to 
tender the Oath of Allegiance,” wheti'a man flands a Priſoner at 
the Bar, and expeReth a due Tryal in order to his Releaſment, 
and if he defire to hear his'Chatge, as a*'Ptiſoner, which every 
Priſoner oughtto do, and to calltor his Accuſers, if any be, who 
ought 


6ught to be there preſent, and that he ſtand upon the caſe of his -. 
Impriſonment, and dath not give a full Anſwer to the Queſtion 
demanded about the Oath ; then to proceed againſt him as a re- 
fuſer of the Oath, and to Fine him, or Impiiſon him, or Diſ. 
ſeize him of his Free-hold, or any other Eſtate : It is a Pro- 
ceeding void in Law, and held for Error ; for in that caſe he 
ſhould not be put to anſwer, 

3. To be Impriſoned for meeting together to worſhip God,and 
to be kept in Priſon many weeks, and then to be brought into a 
Court and ſet to a Bar of Judgement, and there have the Oath 
tendered,and no charge impoled upon thePriſoner, touching his 
Impriſonment, but the Oath alone preſſed, and his Anſwer requi- 
red, & for not anſwering fully to the Queſtion demanded, which 
generally is this, #/ill you take the Oath of «Allegiance ? Or, Will 
08 Swear ? And ſo to be Fined, or Impriſoned upon. the account 
of refuſing the Oath ; or, to have his Lands and Goods ſeized,in 
the caſe of Premumre ; this is void in Law, and holden for Ey- 
ror + For no Preſentment, nor matter of Record, or due Pro- 
ceſs in that caſe, lyes againſt the Priſoner ; and the Law ſaith, 
T hat no man, of what Eftate or Condition that he be, ſhall be put out 
of Landor Tenement, nor taken, nor Impriſoned, nor Diſinberued, 
nor put to Death, without being brought to anſwer by due Proceſs of 
the Law, 28. Edw. 3d, Chap. 3. And again cos Charta, 
Chap. 29. No Freeman ſhall be taken or 1mpriſened, or be Diſ- 
ſeized of his Free-hold, or Liberties, or free Cuſtoms,or be Outlawed 
or Exiled, or any other wayes Deſtroyed ; nor we will not paſſe upon 
him, nor condemn him but by Lawful Judgement of his Peers, or by 
the Law of the Land, And in 3. Charles 1. And 1 aſſare you, my 
Maxime ts, That the Peeples Liberties ſtrengthens the Kings Pre. 
rogative, and that the Kings Prerogatrve 15 to defend the Peoples Li- 
berties, And again, 3. Charles 1. in the gs | Right,. No 
Free man to be Impriſoned without cauſe ſhewed, And how 


contrary to theſe things have men acted againſt us, who are cal- 
led Quakers? and how have they made their Wills their Law, 
and in their Wills have Impriſoned us, without any cauſe at all 
ſhewed, and have reſtrained us of our Liberty, though Free mgn 
of Englard,contrary to Magna Charta,and divers Statutes which 
bave been made for the preſervation of the Free-born People of 

England, 
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Enpland, of which number = are, and can challenge as much 

Liberty by our yg in all juſt Pjiviledges, as any Peo- 

ple whatſoever ? and therefore if the good and ſound Law Was 

obſerved, we ſhould be outwardly the Freeſt of all People in 

this Nation, as inwardly we are by Chri Jeſus, and ſhould not 

come within the compals of any Law, as Tranſpgreflors ; for by 

the Law itſelf it is expreſſed, That the Law of God is the Law of 

the Land, and that no man of what eſtate, degree, or condition 

he be, hath power to diſpence with God's Laws; and the Law 

of God doth not take hold of the righteous, but finners, and diſo- 

bedient, of murtherers, and thieves,and evil-doers ; and when 

hath the Law taken hold upon us as ſuch a}People 2 Hath- evil- 

deeds been found amoneſt us? or have we ever been brought 
before a Judgement Seat, and juſtly charged with any miſde- 

meanour ? And are not we then cleared by the Law of God, 
which is righteous ? and the Law it ſelf ſaith, That the Law of 
God ts the Law of the Land,and,no man hath power to diſpence with 
the Law of God ; as inthe 28. Hen.8, Chap.7, Andif this was 
practiſed, then-no impriſonment nor reſtraint, ſhould be by any 
man exerciſed towards. ns, nor no ſpoiling of our goods and 
eſtates would fall upon any of us, but in all things we ſhould be 
Prote&ed by the Law of the Land, as we are Juſtified by the 
Law of God ; and then we ſhould meet without any diſturb- 
ance, and Worſhip our God in his unlimicted Spirit, and the 
Law would tand by us init,and in all that we practiſe in anſwer 
to God we ſhould oe Protected; and that which the Lord in- 
creaſeth unto us, Would not be taken from us, and ſpoiled, nor 
an Oath upon any account would be tendered to us ; For by the 
Law of God, which,is Holy, and Spiritual, and Fuſt, and Good, 
our Meetings are lawful, the Increaſe of our. Eftates is our own, 
and our Yea, and Nay, is true without ati Oath, and all that we 
practiſe in Conſcience towards God, is by the Law of God 
Juſtified : And therefore no Law, Statute, or Ordinance, 
ought to ſtand againtt us, ſeeing that no man hath power todiſ- 
.* pence with God's Law. And, is 1t not the'great cry againlt us, 
You will not be obedient to the Laws, but are a willful People, and 
run your ſelves into danger and ſufferings in your own wills, & there- 
fore you deſerve to be puniſhed, But let all people know, _ in 
Waat 
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what we practiſe, we are juſtified by the Layy of God ; and if any 
Law in the Land do condemn us, & inflit puniſhment upon us 
for our praiſe, then it is not what the Law it ſelf ſaith 1t is, but 
from another ground ; and we do not run in our own Wills to do 
thoſe things that we praRtiſe, but through a neceſſity in the eter. 
nal motion of God's power we are conftrained to bear teſtime. 
ny unto the Truth, as we have received ; and I am very ſure 
that in anſwering the Lord in obedience to what he layes upon 
us, we have the anſwer of a good Conſcience ur it, and peace 
with God ; and his righteous Law juſtifies us, and the Lay of 
the Land ought not to condemn us, or puniſh us ; and ler fooliſh 
People learn to be wiſe and not- charge the motion of God's 
Spirit, to be an #xraly Will, left they be found in the unpardon- 
able fin ; for we are a People unknown among(t the Sons of 
men, though our Teſtimony ttands in Innocency to their view, 
yet our Life is hid from their eyes, and they know us not, be. 
cauſe they know not him. And do not People from their appre. 
henfion of our tranſgreſhon of the Law, take occafion againſt us, 
and perſecute and fpoil us, wilt they themſelves are the tranſ- 
oreſlors, and that by their own Law ; which ſaith, The Law of 
God ut the Law of the Land : And the Law of God ſaith, Thou 
ſhalt love thy nerghbour as thy ſelf ; but he that will Impriſon him, 
and ſpoil his goods, and perlecute him, doth not love him, ſo 
is a tranſgreflor ; but we are free, and the Law of God doth not 
charge guiltupon us, nor condemn us in the things we practile ; 
andtherefore it muſt needs be that ſuch as a& againſt us are the 
tranſgreflors, and waatſoever ſtands for Law this day, which 
doth condemn our practice, and puniſh us for the uhng of it, 
the ſame doth differ from the Law of God, and ſo degenerates 
from that Concluhon which the Law it (elf makes, and in plain 
words exprefleth, That the Law of God is the Law of the Land, 
And through the miſcarriages of men towards us, Whoſe wills 


have Wreſted: the. Law in divers caſes, we have through ſuch * 


things deeply ſuffered ; and yet the yoak is continued upon us, 
and our Innocency 1s made a prey upon, for we being a quiet 
People, and diſpoſed 1n the principle of Love towards all men, 
and cannot ſeek revenge upon any, therefore are out afflicti- 
ons increaſed, whether with Law, or without Law, or _ 
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Law, it is not by many mucn regarded, as in divets caſes 
might be truly inftanced, Which is at preſent waved. 

«+ And ſeeing that the Law ieſelf doth make ſuch a Conclufion 
of its own Randing, that it 1s the Law of God, then to-examine 
a little ſome particulars, and places in it, if in all things it have 
perfect agreement with the Law of God ; for the Law of God is 
pure,holy, juſt and good ; and as it hath been ſhewed,that the pra- 
etiſe in divers cates doth a_—_ from the Law of the L:nd, 
ſo it may come to paſs that the Law of the Land may degenerate 
from the Law of God;for the Law of God ſpeaketh on this wite, 

I. Tho ſhalt not bow to any graven Image, nor the likeneſs of any , 
thing ; And whatſoever is ſet up, and not by the Spiric of the 
Lord, is graven out of an imagination, and is an Image, and to 
bow unto that thing is to bow unto a graven Image ; and if the 
Law of theLand do reſtrain from ſuch a praice,then it ftandeth 
right,but if it do allow ſuch things,or rather compelpeopleto pra- 
Riſe ſuch things, then doth it degenerate from the Law of God. 

2, The Lawof God ſaith, Thou ſhalt not takes the Name of 
the Lord thy God in vain ; And to Swear by his Name, is to take 
his Name in vain; and if the Law of the Land do reſtrain peo- 
ple from all manner of Oathes, then it ſtandeth right, but if it do 
allow ſuch things, or rather in ſome caſes, compel into ſuch 
things, then doth it degenerate from the Law of God, 

3. Chriſt Jeſus the Lawgiver ſaith, Thow ſhalt love the Lord 
thy Ged, and thy Nerghbour as thy ſelf ; and to love God, ts to 
keep his Commandments ; and to love a Neighhour, as to love a 
mans ſelf, i to do hins good, and not to harm him ; Now if the Law 
of the Land do encourage ſuch things, then it Randeth right, but 
if it do allow the breaking of God's Commands, and teach men 

ſo.; or if it do allow one Neighbour to ſpoil the goods of ano- 
ther, or in ſome caſes rather compell ſuch things to be done, then 
it doth degenerate from the Law of God,and trom the Doctrine 
of Chriſt Jeſus, : 

4- Chriſt Jeſus the Lawgiver ſaith, God z5 4 Spirit, and muſt 
be worſhipped im Spirit and in Truth ; Now if the Law of the 

-Eand do allow ſuch a worſhip and proeteQ it, then 1 Randeih 
right, but if it Go prohibit it, or rathzr compel from it, then 1t 
doth degenerate form the Law of God, an from the Do&rine 
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of Chriſt Jeſus ; and in this caſe, two things are very confide- 
rable to be minded, and not to be pradtiſed, 
© x, Not to bind Peoples Conſciences.ihto any PraQice,or in- 
to any Worſhip which in their own Conſcience they are not 
perſwaded into, nor to.compel a Confornuty unto any Practice 
or Worſhip which ſtarideth not in the Spirit and in the Truth ; 
for to uſe Force and Compelling-Laws in ſuch Caſes, is but to 
force People to bow-unto an Image, or to the likeneſs of a thing 
which the Law of God doth expreſly forbid, 

2, Not to ptohibire or forbid People for meeting together in 
any place, or at any time above ſuch a number, tor this is to 
limic God, if it were poſſible, and to reſtrain tender Conſcien- 
ces from their holy Exerciſe in God's Spirit, and to keep them 
from the pare Worſhip, Which ſtandeth in the Spirit, and in the 
Truth only ; and to ſtop them from that practice which the Fa- 
ther ſeeks them to perform ; for Chrilt ſaith, the Father ſecketh 
ſach to worſhip him: and no Law of the Land ought to take place 
co diminith that Liberty which any People have in the Spirir, 
nor to prohibit that Worſhip that is performed to God in the 
Spirit, though in the praRtice there may be contrary minds a- 
menglt them ; for the Spirit of the Lord God is free, and with- 
out himitation ; and all that are born of the Spirit they are a 
free-born People,and their Worſhip ſtands (ingly to God in the 
Spirit and in the Truth ; and though there may be a difference 
in Worſhips outwardly, and amongſt the Worthippers in point 
of practice, yet none ought by any outward Law, either to com- 
pel or prohibit each other, for that is peculiar to God alone ; 
and no man is-to ſtand up in Judgment concerning it, or to 
bind the Conſcience of another by an outward Law, either to 
abierv2 the one, or to deny the other ; for whoever hath our- 
ward Power to rule, and would ſet that Power to judge in mut- 
rers of Conſcience, Worthip and Religion, and from their own 
Judgment in ſuch caſes, make Laws, to compel to one thing, 
and to reſtrain from another thing, ſuch Laws do degenerate 
from the Law of God, and from the Do&rine of Chritt Jeſus, 
and from his Life and Wiſdom : And therefore theſe things con- 
1142red and weighed, it will be found of great neceflity to ſearch | 
wA[ll into the Laws; and where any are found to oppole the righ- 
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teous Law of God, and yet ſtand in force inany ſuch cafe,.ts 
repeal them, that ſo the-Law pf the Land may.be-reduced into 
the truth of its own ſaying, and ſtand in Juſtice, Equity and 
Mercy,.as doth the Law of God ; then Perſecution would ceaſe 
about Religion, and, there would be 4"ſtream of perfett Liberty 
to all render Conſciences, and #9 Reſtraint ,vvould. be upon any in 
caſe of Wirſhip or Religion, otherwayes living peaceably in the 
Nation ; ſo would heaits and minds of men come into Love, 
into Peace, and into Settlement and good Order, and it would 
allay all the heat. and heart-burnings amongſt men, and cool 
them and quiet them ; and then there would nart.need Swords 
and Spears-to preſerve Order : for People coming ro- that of 
God in themſelves, and worſhipping and ſerving God in the 
Spirit and in the Truth, and every one ſtanding in the Spirit's 
Liberty ; then People would ſettle and be quiet, and love one 
another, and be at Peace one amongſt another, and there would 
be goed Order through the Nation ; but this being wanting, 
and Compelling-Laws ruling , it makes Broils in the Nation, 


and cauſeth Dittractions amongſt People, which would be pre- 


vented, if Libertyin matter of Worſhjp and Religion was grant- 
ed and tolerated : And what harm would this do to any man? or 
what prejudice could come to any man by ſo doing ? Surely 
none at all, bur rather happineſs both to ſuch as rule, and ſuch 
asare ruled; and the comforc of it would be found to be very 
oreat unto all that truly fear the Loxd : And this is the Ziberry 
which the King's Prerogatrve is to defend,” according to the 
Maxime of Charles the firſt, But however it hath been, or yet 
is with us in theſe caſes outwardly, our truſt is in the Lord God, 
and in him we'do rejoyce ; and we deſire that all people were 
like-minded with us, and were as We are, except our Bohds and 
AfﬀMictions ; for the Preſence of the Lord God is with us, and 
by his Arm we are ſupported, and through all theſe things the 
Truth ſtandeth, and that is thz Word of the Lord to all people, 
Truth ſlaxdeth : And if any yet think with themſelves that with 
their ſtrength they can prevail againſt the Truth, then letthem 
try their {trength, bur let them alſo mind what will be the end 
of it ; for this I know in the Truth, thir whoſoever riſes againſt 
the Tiuth will coil themſelves - vain, and ſpend their ſtrength 
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ForhougHt, andfif the end will He deven in Forrow ; for Trath 
flatdirh And how many have come up, and have appeared tm 
full rengrhzand have been permitted to'have a blow ar Truth? 
bur how'afe they waſted, and how are' they paſſed awayrand pe- 
riſhed! yet T: much fandeh. Therefore #geopte,fear the living 
Gad, and in time be'warned, for »o wy, 6h formed againſt the 
Truth ſhall profper 3.for Truth Panteth over all, and 'Chrift Jelus 
reigneth, his Power, and Glory and Dignity 1 18 {et on hich, and 
- his Loveall Sy _ up; ahd here is hes begin- 
ng knows, and there is the ending ſet ; for theLove of Godwis 
by 4ndthe Love of God is i and here 1s the Aniſhins of 
the: Work, andtheccloſing up in' perfe& Peace'; nd with "this 
Love all contrary Beings are comprehended, and j m its own 
Being it rentains __ and it is/Truth-#nd no 1ye-; and 
Truth ftanderh, Glory tothe Molt Highfor evc1 did ever, Ames, 
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Here is the Wiſdom and Patience of the Saints : who have take 
#0 bear, let them hear. _ 
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THE END, 


